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WHICH SHOULD

YOU BUY?

PRINT TEXTBOOK

DIGITAL TEXTBOOK

PROS

CONS

PROS

CONS

WHAT IS IT?
The Houghton Mifflin

Harcourt print
history textbooks

are large textbooks
with size 14 font and

illustrations. The
books are available

through our SI
bookstore.



Student:

"Using a print
textbook helps me
stay focused while I

read."

Research shows students
comprehend and retain more
when reading print text than
when reading digital text.
Reading print text does not
add to daily screen time.

More expensive.
Heavy, 5lbs 4.5oz, but students
can place them in their
lockers when not in use.

Less expensive.
Weightless and students will
always have it with them on
their iPad.

Students comprehend and
retain less information when
reading digital text than when
reading print text.
Reading digital text adds to
daily screen time.

WHAT IS IT?
The Houghton Mifflin

Harcourt digital
textbooks are ebooks
that students read on

their iPads. The
content is the same
as the print version.
They are available

through our SI
Bookstore.



Student: 

"I like taking notes on
my iPad with a split

screen open—textbook
on one side, notes on

the other."

QUESTIONS? SEND AN EMAIL TO
SI_LIBRARIANS@SIPREP.ORG

https://theconversation.com/why-we-remember-more-by-reading-especially-print-than-from-audio-or-video-159522
https://theconversation.com/why-we-remember-more-by-reading-especially-print-than-from-audio-or-video-159522

